“Bye-bye”
to copper...
A helpful little book
about better broadband.

Did you know?
You’ve probably heard quite a lot of talk about socalled ‘fibre’ broadband and how important it is.
It’s becoming more important
for people to ensure they can
access more reliable internet
services at home and in the
work place. The bad news
is that even though most
people in the UK might think
they’ve got access to fibre
broadband, the reality is a
little different. Even though a
lot of broadband connections
in the UK are sold as ‘fibre
broadband’ it is actually partcopper, meaning your speeds
will always be limited.

The problem is, copper cables
do not provide broadband
signals particularly well.
Copper cables originally
provided telephone services in
the Victorian era rather than
broadband connections we
need in the 21st Century.
Only 10% of properties in
the UK can access true fibre
broadband. In most cases it
doesn’t matter which provider
you buy your broadband
services from, it will be
delivered to your property via
the older copper telephone
cables.

10%
Actually, only about
10% of the UK can
access ‘full’ fibre
broadband.

*10% as of 20th December 2019 - Ofcom latest
UK broadband and mobile coverage revealed
article.

The Techy
Diagram...
Unfortunately, most of the properties in your village
are still provided with broadband services via a partfibre, part-copper broadband network - you might
know this as so-called ‘Superfast Fibre’.
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The techy bit...

In the above graphic, the high speed fibre cable
actually stops at the green cabinet in your road. What
this means is that the further your property is from the
cabinet, the slower the broadband speed is likely to be
because broadband signals get worse through copper
cables over distance.

Let’s be clear...

The copper cables in the network slow down and
hinder the broadband performance and speed you can
get at your property. The speeds you receive today
at your property won’t improve unless a full-fibre
network is built.

Copper is still useful...
Just not for broadband.
Copper is great for making pots, pans and sometimes
jewellery. It’s a great conductor of heat, electricity
and some might say it even looks pretty - but this
ancient metal should not be providing the broadband
connection to your home...

Great ways to use copper:
Making pots and pans
Jewellery and trinkets

Think about it...

More and more devices in your home are relying on
the internet to function. Devices like smart phones,
TVs and home hubs all require reliable broadband.
More TV services are being
accessed through the internet
- downloading and streaming
films and TV programmes
and watching catch-up TV are
great examples.
Even though you might
think you have a sufficient
broadband connection right
now, it’s important to think of
the future.

Faster, more reliable
broadband will be needed to
support the devices you will
connect to the internet.
The good news is we have
plans to build a new Hyperfast,
future-ready network in your
community now.

Broadband speed is measured in Mbps...

Bad ways to use copper:
Providing your broadband
connection
Remember...

copper was first used in telephone
cables hundreds of years ago. Why
rely on age old technology to supply
your broadband? Become futureready with full-fibre broadband.

The UK average broadband speed is about 54Mbps*. To put this
into perspective if you can get 54Mbps broadband speeds at
your home, each device in your house relies on this connection
to function. Below you’ll see some examples of what devices can
use - 54Mbps is quickly used up!
Laptops used for
online streaming
require up to
10Mbps

Games consoles
and gaming use
up to 20Mbps
(haste.net - Aug 2019)

(Cnet.com - Feb 2019)

Mobile phones & tablets
streaming super HD use
up to 12Mbps (each)
(bandwidthplace.com Feb 2019)

TV streaming in 4k
uses 25Mbps & 8k
uses 50Mbps
(Netflix’s - Jun 2019 &
Cnet.com - Feb 2019)
*According to Ofcom in May 2019

We’re on a mission to
get rid of copper in
your community...
Register your interest in full-fibre broadband
by entering your postcode at:
www.countybroadbandfibre.co.uk
or by calling us on 01376 562002

£46 million

We’ve got £46million, which we are
using to help communities like yours
receive access to future-ready, full-fibre
broadband.
What does this mean for me and my community?
•
•
•

access to a newly built full-fibre broadband connection that
is future-ready
Hyperfast, reliable broadband speeds, reaching up to
1,000Mbps
register your interest to help us understand the demand for
this future-ready service

Hello
fibre...
Get #futureready
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